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Profile

A highly respected practitioner with over 30 years of experience, Mark advises a diverse
range of clients, including individuals, business owners, accountants, other lawyers, and
public and private business organizations.

Mark's tax planning practice encompasses a broad range of client situations, ranging from
the simple establishment and financing of a Canadian business, through complex
partnerships and joint ventures, to cross-border financing and merger and acquisition
transactions. Mark develops tailored and results-oriented strategies that legitimately minimize
our clients' exposure to tax while allowing them to focus on their business goals. By crafting
thoughtful legal plans with our clients' long-term objectives in mind, he creates opportunities
for positive outcomes while simultaneously reducing potential risks.

Mark also maintains an active tax dispute management practice. Disputes with Canadian tax
authorities can be costly, stressful and time-consuming for business owners. Mark believes
that early intervention is crucial when it comes to both forestalling and resolving issues with
Canadian tax authorities. With this in mind, he provides tactical, proactive advice from the
initial audit response level to appeals and through to the court process.



Tax Services 

> Mergers and acquisitions

> General Anti-Avoidance Rule (GAAR)

> Canadian domestic and cross-border corporate financing

> Tax litigation and dispute management throughout audit, assessment, objection and
appeal with federal, provincial and local Canadian tax authorities

> Efficient structuring of foreign-owned entities carrying on business in Canada

> Real estate joint venture structuring

> Derivative financial instruments

> Initial public offering documentation

> BC provincial and local taxes

Even through the most complex of transactions and disputes, Mark has been commended by
clients and lawyers on both sides of the table for his collegial and collaborative approach. He
always seeks a cooperative solution that addresses the often complex needs of all
stakeholders involved.

Consistent with his commitment to seeking cooperative solutions, Mark has since 2018
served on the Board of Directors of Mediate BC Society, previously as Treasurer and now as
Vice-Chair.

 

Credentials

Awards & Distinctions

> Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory®, Repeatedly Recommended Lawyer, Corporate Tax,
2021 - 2025

> Best Lawyers® in Canada, Tax Law, 2021 - 2026

Industry Involvement

> Canadian Bar Association, member

> Canadian Bar Association of British Columbia, member

> Canadian Tax Foundation, member

> International Fiscal Association (Canadian Branch), former governing council

> Law Society of British Columbia, member

> MediateBC, board member

Education & Call to Bar

> Call to Bar: British Columbia, 1998, Ontario, 1985 (withdrawn 2013)

> University of Toronto, Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.), 1983

> Western University, Master of Arts (Philosophy), 1980

> Western University, Bachelor of Arts (Philosophy) (graduated with Honours), 1979 

Additional Languages

> French 


